28
the manager of Bersiah, he confined for six weeks, till they paid a fine of 10,000 rupees. The supplies extorted from such sources of petty oppression were insufficient either to satisfy the Dewan's avarice, or the wants of the state, which latter every day became more pressing, from the general confusion that prevailed throughout the whole of Central Inflia. The Bhopal possessions, in common with others, were now overrun by freebooters and robbers of every description, and the troops it was necessary to maintain for their defence, were clamorous for their pay. To relieve these wants, Mooreed Mahomed Khan, imposed a tax on each house in Bhopal, which was levied according to the real, or supposed, wealth of the inhabitants ;^and those whom he had a short time before conciliated by the most endearing epithets, were now treated with marked severity. Grown bold with success, the Dewan demanded money from the Beebee, and, irritated by her refusal, he determined on her destruction. (26) This lady though not mar-ried to Hiyat Mahomed Khan, had enjoyed, as his favorite mistress, all the rank and power of the first princesses. She paid little atten-
(26) Mooreed Mahomed Khan had persuaded the Nuwab and Ghous Mahomed to forbid any person attending durbar with their arms. This order induced Vizier Mahomed and other Pat-hans to retire from court, such an unusual order was a warning to all I